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department of government in turn is no more astound-
ing than the clearness with which he perceived the
immediate obstacles to be overcome in each, the
courage with which he faced them, and the force,
swift, steady, and irresistible, by which he triumphed.
The wonderful energy which prompted him to bear
on his own shoulders all the burden of the State in
war and peace, and to put forth all his strength at
every blow, was yet more marvellous because it was
susceptible of control. Frederick, as we have seen,
ceased from the labours of the Seven Years' War,
only to undertake the reconstruction of the economic
life of a great kingdom. By mere overflow of force
he finished his History of the War early in the year
after that in which peace was made. Yet, with all
his energy, he was able to realise that not seldom
force needs the help of time. He was gratified
when some of his enterprises began to repay him
after twenty years, and he declined to aggrandise
Prussia beyond the limit which his statesmanlike in-
stinct taught him that her strength would warrant.

Among Frederick's powers, then, energy alone is
truly great, but his energy was such that to him few
achievements were impossible. If we turn from his
powers to his performance, we find his name asso-
ciated with three great phenomena of history.
Under his guidance Prussia rose at one step from
the third to the highest grade among the Powers.
He was, moreover, the pattern of the monarchs of
his time, the type of the benevolent despots of the
later eighteenth century. Finally, in the great series
of events by which Germany has become a united